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PERTH INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL 2016 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.12 pm]: On Saturday, 
13 February 2016, I and approximately 40 000 other arts-loving Western Australians and visitors attended the 
launch event for this year’s Perth International Arts Festival at Langley Park. The spectacular Home performance 
featured a cast of hundreds, including members of both the West Australian Symphony Orchestra and 
WA Youth Orchestra, authors Tim Winton, Robert Drewe and Kim Scott, artist Shaun Tan, and musical 
performances under the direction of Ian Grandage, including the Waifs, The Panics, The Drones, John Butler 
Trio, the Pigram Brothers, the Triffids and Tim Minchin. 
Importantly, Home also contained a strong Indigenous element, with Richard Walley leading 300 elders from the 
14 Noongar language groups in a powerful welcome to country. Later in the performance, Ernie Dingo took the 
audience back in time to the Coolbaroo Club, the famous East Perth dance hall where Aboriginal people could 
socialise free from discrimination. 
Similar to The Giants last year, the local community was involved in making the performance come to life with 
students from 32 schools across Western Australia making lanterns for the show. As part of the moving climax 
of the show, hundreds of schoolchildren carried the lanterns into Elizabeth Quay. 
As the opening event for artistic director Wendy Martin’s first festival, it was wonderful to see the focus shifted 
squarely onto Western Australia’s home-grown talent. I understand this is to be a key theme of Wendy’s tenure 
at PIAF, and it is clear that our artists are amongst the best in the world. I congratulate Wendy, Nigel Jamieson 
and all involved in what was an outstanding production. 
The 2016 PIAF program has more than 300 events programmed between now and 6 March, when it closes, with 
theatre, visual arts, dance, literature, film and music providing a diverse range of cultural experiences for all 
Western Australians. 
As in previous years, the festival program includes both free and ticketed events, family friendly events, late 
night events and regional events, particularly focused on Albany this year. The state government, through 
Lotterywest, has been a principal partner of the festival for 24 years and we are proud to support an event that 
offers a diverse range of cultural experiences that are accessible to all Western Australians. I encourage all 
members, their families and friends to make the most of the festival season and enjoy all PIAF has to offer. 
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